
DECEMBER | CELEBRATING MARY

Social icon

Square
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

CELEBRATING MARY  
Throughout the Year
This month’s main article highlights two December feasts honoring Mary—
December 8 (The Immaculate Conception) and December 12 (Our Lady of 
Guadalupe). But don’t let the celebrations of Mary be limited to these December 
dates. Plan now to celebrate the life story and feasts of Mary throughout the new 
Church year.

Begin by looking through your religion book for lessons on Mary that highlight 
the feasts listed below and other memorials of Mary. Gather various images of 
Mary to display on the prayer table as you celebrate these feasts. Set your prayer 
table with a white cloth, candle, Bible, and images of Mary as you celebrate:

JANUARY 1: Mary, the Holy Mother of God
This solemnity falls during the Christmas season. Today’s 
Gospel reading, Luke 2:16-21, is a continuation of the Gospel 
proclaimed at Midnight Mass on December 25.  

MARCH 25: The Annunciation of the Lord
On this day, the Church celebrates the angel Gabriel’s 
announcement to Mary that God has chosen her to be the 
mother of his Son (see Luke 1:26-38).

MAY 31: The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Today’s Gospel (Luke 1:39-46) gives us a glimpse of the 
friendship and love shared by Mary and Elizabeth. We also hear 
Mary’s beautiful song of praise, the Magnificat.

JUNE 10: The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church
This newest of the Marian feasts falls on the Monday following 
Pentecost Sunday (June 9 in 2019). It was established to honor 
“the Virgin Mary, who is both the Mother of Christ and Mother 
of the Church” (Pope Francis, February 11, 2018).
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AUGUST 15: The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
On this holy day of obligation, we celebrate our belief that 
Mary was raised, body and soul, to Heaven. This is the oldest of 
the Marian feasts.

AUGUST 22: The Queenship of Mary
Since Mary is the Mother of Christ the King, she is herself 
a Queen. In the Litany of Loreto she is honored as Queen 
of angels, patriarchs and prophets, apostles and martyrs, 
confessors and virgins, all saints, the rosary, families, and peace.

SEPTEMBER 8: The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Although the Church will celebrate the Twenty-third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time on this date in 2019, it is good to note that the 
celebration of the birth of Mary is one of only three birthdays 
celebrated on the liturgical calendar. The other two birthdays 
celebrated are the nativities (births) of John the Baptist and of 
Jesus.

OCTOBER 7: Our Lady of the Rosary
The month of October is dedicated to the Rosary. Place a 
basket of rosaries on your classroom prayer table and take time 
to review with your students how to pray the Rosary.

NOVEMBER 21: The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Legend has it that Mary’s parents, Ann and Joachim, presented 
her at the Temple to be consecrated to God when Mary was 
three years old. In today’s Gospel (Matthew 12:46-50), Jesus 
explains who his mother and his brothers are.

Mary Sellars Malloy recently retired from her position as project 
manager for RCL Benziger. She continues giving presentations 
and leading parish missions and retreats throughout the 
country. Her hope is to encourage Catholics of all ages to 
appreciate and to live their faith.


