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ACCOMPANYING FAMILIES IN  
THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL, PART II

Hearing with Our Hearts
Lauri Przybysz, D. Min. 

This is the second of a two-part article on Accompanying Families in the Joy of 
the Gospel. The first article, offered in the August 2019 Catechetical Newsletter, is 
available in the Catholic Resources section of RCLBenziger.com.

As religion teachers and catechists, you spend a great deal of care and energy in 
meeting the needs of the families you serve. As the new school and catechetical 
year begins, think about ways in which you are helping to build up family life. 
How does your current school or parish religious education program or policy 
strengthen family relationships? Is the scheduling respectful of families’ needs? 
How can you help families develop support networks with other families?

We need to improve our relationships with parents as co-missioners for passing 
on the faith. Make hospitality a priority whenever you gather parents. In The Joy 
of the Gospel, Pope Francis urges us: 

We need to practice the art of listening, which is more than simply hearing. 
Listening . . . is an openness of heart which makes possible that closeness 
without which genuine spiritual encounter cannot occur. Listening helps 
us to find the right gesture and word which shows that we are more than 
simply bystanders. 

                                                                                              Evangelii Gaudium, 171
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In parent meetings, and in every opportunity you have to interact with parents, 
demonstrate that Jesus—through you—loves them and is listening to them. 
Provide opportunities for parents to talk to you and to one another about 
questions that matter. Here are some suggested questions for table discussion in 
a friendly environment. 

• How is the world different now than when you were growing up? 

• What do you hope your children will remember that you were trying to teach them? 

• What are your biggest worries for your children now? 

• What difference has technology made in your family’s lifestyle?

• What are key values that you want to pass on to your children?

Dr. Lauri Przybysz is a leader in the Christian Family Movement, 
a network of Catholic families in 42 countries that aims to 
improve society by building up the Domestic Church. She holds 
a Doctorate in Ministry from the Catholic University of America, 
and she has served as an archdiocesan coordinator of Marriage 
and Family Life, a Pastoral Associate, and middle school religion 
teacher. She and her husband, John, recently participated in 
consultations on the Synod for the Family at the Vatican. They 
have been married for 42 years and have 20 grandchildren.
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