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ACCOMPANYING FAMILIES IN  
THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL, PART I

Have FAITH in FAMILIES
by Lauri Przybysz, D. Min. 

In Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel), Pope Francis dreams of a Church 
with its arms wide open—like the arms of the father of the Prodigal Son—where 
there is a place for others, no matter what is happening in their lives (see EG 47). 
As religion teachers and catechists, we need to walk alongside parents, and to 
develop a “spirituality of accompaniment” with humility and patience. Given time 
and encouragement, parents who have spent years on the edges of parish life 
may be inspired to become more actively involved. Celebrate every step parents 
are making toward the good.

Sometimes our attempts to invite parents to partner with us in their children’s 
faith formation have caused frustration. The Joy of the Gospel challenges us 
to continue to explore ways to build communication and trust. Encourage 
spiritual practices and prayer in the home by modeling good celebration in your 
classroom. Provide or recommend family-friendly resources such as The Bible 
for Little Ones, Catholic Prayers and Practices, Our Family Prays, and Our Family 
Devotions (all published by RCL Benziger). Use the seasonal downloadable 
resources available at RCLBenziger.com. Continue to invite families to celebrate 
in the home the feasts and seasons of the Church year. Trust the Holy Spirit to 
water the seeds you have planted, and watch faith grow!

Jesus is our model for evangelization, and he did not shrink from meeting people 
where they lived, at various levels of religious observance or moral uprightness. 
The Joy of the Gospel shows us, “We see how accessible he is, as he draws near 
the blind man (cf. Mk 10:46-52) and eats and drinks with sinners (cf. Mk 2:16)” 
(EG 269). His willingness to accompany all people is our example and inspiration 
to reach out with joyful hearts to the families we serve, especially those in 
challenging situations.
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