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ECHOES OF FAITH: EMMAUS EDITION

A Joyful Witness
James Spurgin

Pope Francis, in his apostolic exhortation The Joy of the Gospel, reminds us:

We need to remember that all religious teaching ultimately has to be 
reflected in the teacher’s way of life, which awakens the assent of the heart 
by its nearness, love and witness.

Evangelii Gaudium 42

This month we are showcasing our popular online catechist formation program, 
Echoes of Faith: Emmaus Edition. Echoes of Faith challenges catechists to 
become missionary disciples who joyfully witness Christ to the world. To witness 
for Christ means to choose his way of living.

In Echoes’ Catholic Morality module, catechists are challenged to choose the 
way of Christ. Each segment of this module includes informative videos of Dr. 
William C. Mattison from the University of Notre Dame. Dr. Mattison presents 
an inspiring approach by framing Catholic morality around the Sermon on the 
Mount. For example, Dr. Mattison shares how Christ presents the Beatitudes as 
a moral path to true happiness. The happy person is humble. The happy person 
hungers and thirsts for justice. The happy person shows mercy. The happy 
person is a disciple of Christ. 

This distinctive happy life of the 
Beatitudes is how the disciple 
chooses the way of Christ. This 
happy life awakens in the heart of 
the disciple the capacity to witness 
for Christ with joy. And throughout 
Echoes’ Catholic Morality module, 
catechists are invited to witness for 
Christ by choosing true happiness 
with joy.

Echoes of Faith is produced by RCL Benziger 
in partnership with the National Conference for 
Catechetical Leadership (NCCL) to assist catechists in 
their theological, spiritual, and practical formation.

James Spurgin is the Editorial Manager at RCL Benziger. 
He has been with the company since 2007. 


