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BE INSPIRED… 
…from One Catechetical Year 
to the Next
Anne P. Battes

It is finally here —summer and the end of another year of sharing 
the Good News of Jesus Christ with students, their families, 
colleagues, parishioners, and adult learners. We can breathe a sigh 
of relief and begin anew for the next program year of forming 
disciples.

But wait. 

When I worked in the parish and with Catholic schools, there were 
numerous times during the year to celebrate. Some of those times 
were sacramental celebrations, the Christmas pageant, community 
service projects, the reception of new members into the Church, 
and graduations. Two of my favorite times of the year included 
both the beginning of the new program or school year and yes, 
the end of the year. 

As catechists or teachers came to prepare for the new year with 
their excitement and dedication to the children and young people 
they would teach, I felt my own anticipation build. That first day 
of classes brought the enthusiasm of hope, faith, and trust from 
wide-eyed children and their families and it was infectious with all 
staff, parishioners, and our pastor.

Before I knew it, the end of the year was upon us. There was a 
brief period of time to regroup and implement the plans for the 
next year. So, why was it one of my favorite times of the year? It 
was a time to reflect in prayer and try to use my own Catholic 
imagination to dream of effective ways to pass on the passion 
and excitement of growing in faith as a disciple of Jesus.
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Catholic 
imagination—A 
worldview that sees 
God in all things.
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As this catechetical year ends, reflect on the following questions.

• What do you do to renew your spirit and your own faith life? 

• What are the ways you use your Catholic imagination to ignite 
the passion and love of God to share with others? 

• How do you evaluate the previous year to make the new 
catechetical year even better for all faith-filled learners?

• What is one simple idea you can implement that will improve 
faith formation in your diocese, parish, or Catholic school?

One way I often ended the year was to invite catechists, teachers, 
parents, pastoral leaders, and even older students to come 
together to pray, reflect, and answer similar questions. Sometimes 
it included a liturgy, music, and, of course, the sharing of a meal. 

These opportunities initially brought feelings of anxiety because 
of the unknown and how people would interact together and 
respond to the questions. However, after laying the groundwork 
for the ways we would communicate, this day of reflection, 
evaluation, and Catholic imaginations reignited always 
engendered a positive spirit of renewal and support for the next 
catechetical year. Gratitude for each person was an integral part of 
the day.

We were inspired! Inspired to share in the educational ministry 
of our Church. Inspired to share Christ’s love with one another 
and most importantly with the children, young people, and adult 
learners in their formation as disciples.

• How will you answer the end-of-the-year questions? 

• What is the most effective way to evaluate the end of this 
catechetical year in your community? 

Celebrate this year as you prepare for the next. May you be 
inspired with love and faith to share in the teaching ministry of 
Jesus Christ now and in the years to come. 

Anne Battes was actively involved in the ministry of Catholic 
Education, in the dioceses of Dallas and Cincinnati serving 
as a catechist, teacher, principal, and at the diocesan level as 
curriculum consultant, deputy superintendent, and president 
of the Catholic Education Collaborative. Anne is currently 
publisher for RCL Benziger and lives in Dayton, Ohio.
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