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GETTING OFF TO A GOOD START, PART II

THE GREAT WELCOME 
Jeanne Hunt

It is September, and we are about to begin a sacred adventure 
with our own little troops of believers. Or are they believers? Truth 
be told, we are going to encounter a mixture of souls. Some of 
the children we’ll serve are actively living their faith at home and 
everywhere, some are “sometime Catholics” (active in religious 
education and attending Mass for the most part, but with less faith 
life shared and celebrated at home), and some attend religious 
education only because Grandma is sending them to class. No 
matter each child’s circumstance, one thing is for sure: God has 
called each of these children to our care. How will we engage 
such diverse groups? 

Offer a Great Welcome Before the beginning of the new 
catechetical year, take a few minutes to personally call each child 
in your class and his or her parents. Introduce yourself and ask the 
child what he or she likes to be called, where he or she attends 
school, and what are his or her interests. Record this information 
and update and reference it often. 

Be Attentive As the new catechetical year begins, make every 
child feel as if he or she belongs in your class. Each time you 
gather, make sure that you engage every child with a warm 
greeting and a few questions about how he or she is doing. Try to 
remember a few personal details about their family and favorite 
activities to mention as you greet them. If a child is going through 
a rough time (family divorce, tough time with friends, or struggling 
in school, for example) be sure to offer your concern and support. 

Create Good Teaching Space The goal is to create three areas in 
whatever space you are assigned:  a prayer center, a presentation 
area, and an activity area. As you move the class to each area, 
the children will come to understand the part of the lesson they 
are being engaged in. This movement is particularly helpful with 
preschool and primary-grade children.
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Engage the Class Create a set of file cards with the children’s 
names on them. Use the set of file cards for class participation. Let 
the children know that the person whose name is on the top card 
of your stack will be asked to answer your next question. This little 
technique helps to keep the children engaged in the lesson.

Encourage Parent Involvement Use RCL Benziger’s Family Life 
program, send home seasonally-appropriate Catholic resources 
(download for free at RCLBenziger.com), and communicate 
weekly with parents. Before or at the beginning of the catechetical 
year, develop a working email list for class communication and 
reminders. Parents also need to know how their child is doing, 
so make use of available assessment tools in order to keep the 
parents informed and hold the students accountable for what they 
have learned in class. 

Make Time for Fun Plan special fun lessons for feasts and holy 
days. Your textbook and the free Catholic resources available at 
RCLBenziger.com will provide you with multiple ideas for such 
celebrations. Incorporate games and media presentations that 
celebrate the feasts and holy days too. On a week-to-week basis, 
have small prizes available for those who can best answer a 
question such as, “What did you learn this week?” 

Welcome, pray, prepare, and, as this new catechetical year begins, 
remember to always “Let go and let God.” 

Jeanne Hunt is a nationally known speaker and author who 
leads parish missions, retreats, and workshops throughout  
the country. She serves as the Pastoral Associate for Catechesis 
and Evangelization at Our Lady of the Visitation Parish in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.


