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THEY SHOWED US 
UNUSUAL KINDNESS     
by Mary Sellars Malloy

Background
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is celebrated from January 
18 through January 25. Established in 1908, the dates were chosen 
so that the week concludes with the celebration of the Feast of the 
Conversion of Saint Paul. The Week of Prayer is eight days long—an 
octave—which always designates a very special time of prayer and 
celebration in the life of the Church.

This year, the Week 
of Prayer theme 
was selected and 
resources were 
created by the 
Council of Churches 
in Malta. It chose as 
the theme, “They 
showed us unusual 
kindness” (Acts 
28:2). This Scripture 
verse is part of 
the larger New 
Testament story 
of the shipwreck 
of Saint Paul and 
his companions 
(see Acts 27:18—

28:10). The story underscores the themes of Divine Providence and 
hospitality. The Maltese have a special connection to the story, as 
the shipwreck occurred on the island of Malta, and in its own way 
signifies the arrival of the Christian faith on the Maltese islands.

Indifference and Hospitality
The Vatican’s Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity offers 
the following reflection on this year’s theme and Scripture passage 
from the Acts of the Apostles:
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Today many people are facing the same terrors on the same seas. 

The very same places named in the reading also feature in the 

stories of modern-day migrants. In other parts of the world many 

others are making equally dangerous journeys by land and sea 

to escape coldly indifferent forces—not only natural, but political, 

economic, and human. This indifference takes various forms: the 

indifference of those who sell places on unseaworthy vessels to 

desperate people; the indifference of the decision not to send out 

rescue boats; and the indifference of turning migrant ships away. 

. . . As Christians together facing these crises of migration this story 

challenges us: do we collude with the cold forces of indifference, 

or do we show “unusual kindness” and become witnesses of God’s 

loving providence to all people?

Hospitality is a much-needed virtue in our search for Christian 

unity. It is a practice that calls us to a greater generosity to those 

in need. The people who showed unusual kindness to Paul and 

his companions did not yet know Christ, and yet it is through their 

unusual kindness that a divided people were drawn closer together. 

Our own Christian unity will be discovered not only through 

showing hospitality to one another, . . . but also through loving 

encounters with those who do not share our language, culture or 

faith. In such tempestuous journeys and chance encounters, God’s 

will for the Church and all people comes to fulfillment. 

Classroom and Family Resources for the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity
Join Christians throughout the world in celebrating the Week of 
Prayer. This month’s newsletter offers a prayer service for use in the 
school or classroom, classroom activity suggestions, and prayer 
challenges for the home and for the classroom. “Unusual Kindness,” 
a lively hymn composed especially for this year’s Week of Prayer, is 
available for download at christianunity.va.


