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IN PREPARATION FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE 
SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS AND THE FEAST OF ALL SOULS’ 
DAY ON NOVEMBER 1 AND 2, THIS MONTH’S NEWSLETTER 
FOCUSES ON THE SAINTS. WE HOPE THIS MONTH’S 
ARTICLES INSPIRE YOU TO THINK AHEAD ABOUT 
HOW YOU WILL CELEBRATE THESE EARLY NOVEMBER 
FEASTS AND THE LIVES OF THE SAINTS AND BLESSEDS 
THROUGHOUT THE CHURCH YEAR.

OUR JOURNEY WITH 
THE SAINTS 
by Mary Clifford Morrell

This year I was blessed with the opportunity to transcribe some 
pages from the personal diaries of Dorothy Day, as part of the 
process for her canonization cause.

Dorothy was a woman and a Catholic I have long admired. I’ve 
quoted her throughout my life, particularly in matters of social 
justice.  When the first ten pages of her diary arrived in an emailed 
document, I sat and stared at the handwritten pages, noticing the 
cross-outs and thoughts written in the margins.

It took a few days of simply scrolling through the pages before I 
could fully grasp that I actually had in my digital possession the 
journal entries of a woman who will, undoubtedly, one day be 
named a saint. My awe was soon transformed into a desire to read 
her words and understand her better. I didn’t realize the task would 
become a challenge. After several days of working on just one 
page, I found myself muttering, “You know, Dorothy, this would be 
so much easier if you just had better handwriting!”

When I realized what I had said, I began to laugh, and believed 
that Dorothy would have too. It was her very humanity, revealed in 
her recounting of each day’s journey, that allowed me the freedom 
to feel as if we were on familiar terms.
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Over the years, I have found myself drawn to saints who were down 
to earth, and who weren’t afraid to express all their emotions to 
God, including their frustrations and anger.

My patroness, Saint Teresa of Ávila, was a woman like that. She was 
full of life, she loved to dance and sing, and she had her Carmelite 
nuns do the same. Once, upon having her cart turn over in the rain, 
she chastised the Good Lord, saying, “If this is how you treat your 
friends it’s no wonder you have so few!”

Saint Teresa reminds me of another member of the Communion 
of Saints—my great-grandmother, an Irish woman who had no 
problem letting Jesus know when she wasn’t happy with how 
things were going. She was devoted to her faith, and kept photos of 
Jesus and Mary on the wall of her kitchen. I was told she talked to 
them often, as if they were dear friends.

On one occasion, it was noticed that the picture of Jesus 
was missing from the wall. When asked about it my great-
grandmother replied, “We’re not on speakin’ terms today. 
He’s spendin’ time in the drawer!” And sure enough, a 
look in the silverware drawer revealed Jesus, waiting 
patiently for the storm to be over. It wouldn’t be long 
before Jesus would be back in his place of honor, and 
she’d be back to praising and praying in her own way.

My saints, as I like to think of them, are the friends and 
mentors who counsel and console me on my Christian 
journey. They are like me, flawed, but with a deep desire 
to abide in Christ. 

Our favorite saints may be different and appeal to us for different 
reasons, but they should each challenge us to respond to Pope 
Francis’ questions:

“How do I bear witness to the risen Christ? How do I abide in him? 
How do I remain in his love? Am I capable of ‘sowing’ in my family, 
in my workplace and in my community, the seed of that unity which 
he has bestowed on us by giving us a share in the life of the Trinity?”

We are, after all, among the Communion of Saints.

Mary Clifford Morrell is a Catholic journalist, author, and 
syndicated columnist who has served in the dioceses of 
Metuchen and Trenton, New Jersey, and RENEW International 
in the areas of catechesis and communication.


