
Enlisting Witnesses for Jesus Christ  
A Prayer for Families
The theme for this year’s Catechetical Sunday is Enlisting Witnesses for Jesus Christ. This means 
being a witness for Jesus Christ to those you live, study, and work with each and every day. This 
prayer for families focuses on being a witness for Jesus Christ to your friends and neighbors.

PREPARATION
 •   In preparation for the prayer, place upon the family prayer table a green cloth, a Bible 

open to Mark chapter 8, a candle and matches, and—if available—pictures of your 
neighbors or people who could represent them.

 •  In preparation for the activity following the prayer, gather a roll of shelf paper (or a  
  large piece of drawing paper or poster board) and crayons or markers.

INTRODUCTION
 •  Gather the family around the prayer table.  Light the candle and invite all to quiet  
  themselves for prayer.

 •   Explain that today, September 16, is Catechetical Sunday. It is a day when we bless and 
pray for all who share the Word of God and the teachings of the Church with others. 
Invite family members to share the names of those who have taught them about the 
Word of God and the Catholic faith. Then invite family members to name ways that 
they, too, share the Word of God—the Good News—and the teachings of the Church 
with others.

 •  Sing together a favorite hymn about loving our neighbors and/or pray together   
  the Sign of the Cross.

 

Catechetical
Sunday 2018

© 2018 RCL Benziger



Catechetical
Sunday 2018

•  Lead the following prayer:

  Holy Spirit,  
today we give thanks for those who have taught us  
and for those who today teach us  
about your holy Word and about our Catholic faith.

  Help us to teach others about you  
through our words and actions.  
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

 Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING
 •  Invite a family member to proclaim Mark 8:27-29.

 •   Point out that in the Gospel reading Jesus asks the disciples, “Who do you say that I am?”

 •  Invite family members to answer the question in their own words.

 •   Make the connection that others, especially your friends and neighbors, come to 
know who Jesus is through your actions and your words. They come to know him by 
watching what you do and by listening to what you say.

PRAYER
 •  Pray together the prayer on the next page.

 •  Conclude by again singing a favorite hymn about loving our neighbors and/or by  
  praying together the Sign of the Cross.

With Your Family...

Following the conclusion of the prayer, invite family members to write on the shelf paper, 
drawing paper, or poster board the names of friends and neighbors. Post the list in a place 
where family members will see it, and make a thirty day pledge to pray for your friends  
and neighbors every day!
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Begin by reading Mark 8:27-29. 

Then pray together the prayer.

Invite family members to answer Jesus’ question, “Who do you 
say that I am?” Then offer the following prayer, inviting family 
members to respond, “So that they may know and love you.”

Jesus, Savior, Lord, and Friend,  
you desire to draw all people to yourself.

May we be witnesses of your love to others,  
So that they may know and love you.

May we be witnesses of your mercy to others,  
So that they may know and love you.

May we be witnesses of your peace to others,  
So that they may know and love you.

Help us live as your witnesses here in our neighborhood, at school, 
at work, in our parish, in our community, and in the world.

Amen. 
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