
Enlisting Witnesses for Jesus Christ  
A Classroom Prayer for Children
The theme for this year’s Catechetical Sunday is Enlisting Witnesses for Jesus Christ. This means 
showing others who Jesus Christ is through your words and actions, and inviting others to 
come and learn more about him too. This classroom prayer for children, which should be 
prayed on or near September 16 (Catechetical Sunday), focuses on being witnesses for Jesus 
Christ by sharing his Good News through our words and actions.

PREPARATION
 •  In preparation for the prayer, place upon the prayer table a green cloth, a Bible open  
  to Mark chapter 8, a candle, and matches.

 •  In preparation for the activity following the prayer you will need a roll of shelf paper  
  or mural paper and crayons or markers.

INTRODUCTION
 •  Gather the children around the prayer table.  Light the candle and invite all to quiet  
  themselves for prayer.

 •  Explain that September 16 is Catechetical Sunday. It is a day when we bless and   
  pray for all who share the Word of God and the teachings of the Church with others. 

 •  Invite the children to share the names of those who have taught them about the  
  Word of God and the Catholic Church. Ask them to share how the persons they name  
  have done so. Encourage the children to think about how their parents, grandparents,  
  and older sisters and brothers have taught them too. 

 •  Brainstorm with the children ways that they can share the Word of God—the Good  
  News—and their Catholic faith with others.

 •  Sing together a favorite hymn about sharing the Good News and/or pray together  
  the Sign of the Cross.
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 •  Lead the following prayer:

  Loving God,

  We thank you for all those who have taught us      
  about your Word and about the Catholic Church.

	 	 (Invite	the	children	to	say	aloud	the	names	of	those	who	have	taught		 	 	
	 	 them	about	the	Word	of	God	and	the	Catholic	Church.)

  Bless them in a special way today. 

  Help us to share with others         
  the Good News of your Word       
  and our Catholic faith too.

  We ask this through Christ our Lord.       
  Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING
 •  Invite the children to name their favorite passages from the Bible and to tell why  
  those passages are their favorites.

 •  Ask volunteers to explain why God gave us his Word, the Good News, in the Bible. 

 •   Read aloud Mark 8:27-29. Explain that this is the first part of the Gospel for Catechetical 
Sunday. In it Jesus asks a very important question, “Who do you say that I am?” 

 •   Invite the children to respond to Jesus’ question by answering, “I say that Jesus is  
        because     .”  
(You may wish to begin by offering your own example, such as, “I say that Jesus is 
friend because he listens to me.”)

 •   Explain that witnesses for Jesus Christ show others who Jesus is—friend, brother, Savior, 
Lord, shepherd, light, love, kindness—through their words and actions. 
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PRAYER
 •  Pray together the prayer on the following page. 

 •  Conclude by again singing a favorite hymn about sharing the Good News and/or by  
  praying together the Sign of the Cross.

EXTENDING THE PRAYER
 •  On a long length of shelf or mural paper write the heading “Witnesses for Jesus Christ.”

 •   Invite the children to create a mural by drawing themselves being witnesses for  
Jesus Christ by sharing the Good News through their words and through their actions.

 •  When the mural is complete, invite each child to share what he or she has drawn,  
  and then display the mural in the room or in a hallway for all to see.
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Begin by saying together Psalm 116:9, 

“I shall walk before the Lord
   in the land of the living.”

Then pray together the following prayer.

Jesus,
I want to walk in your ways every day.

Help me to be a witness of your love 
through what I say.

Help me to be a witness of your mercy 
through what I do.

Help me to be a witness of your peace
to my family and friends.

Help me to be your witness 
to everyone I meet.

Amen.
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