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Justice and Mercy at Home
As parents and guardians, we are constantly working to help our children to 
make good choices and live by God’s commands. Just as God extends justice 
and mercy to us at every turn and Jesus extended justice and mercy to the 
outcast and to the sinner time and time again, so we are challenged consistently 
to extend justice and mercy to our children—even when they have made poor 
or harmful choices. Justice demands that we be fair and reasonable in our 
responses to our children, and mercy requires us to be kind and forgiving. 

Our children learn the way of justice and mercy by watching us be consistently 
fair, reasonable, kind, and forgiving in our responses to them and in our 
treatment of others. They learn the way of justice by making choices that benefit 
the poor among us and those in need throughout the world. They grow in mercy 
as we invite them to take part in the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy, 
among them feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, clothing the naked, 
visiting the sick, bearing wrongs patiently, and praying for the living and the 
dead.

The theme for this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 
is “Justice and only justice you shall pursue” (Deuteronomy 16:18-20). Two 
opportunities to grow in justice and mercy as a family are to take the Eight-Day 
Prayer Challenge for the Week of Prayer and to pray together the special prayer 
for the week.

Fair, reasonable, kind, and forgiving—pray daily that God will give you the grace 
to be a parent and  disciple who extends justice and mercy to your family 
members and to all you meet. 

https://www.rclbenziger.com/sites/default/files/sites/default/files/Week%20of%20Prayer%20for%20Christian%20Unity%20Family%20Download.pdf
https://www.rclbenziger.com/sites/default/files/sites/default/files/Week%20of%20Prayer%20for%20Christian%20Unity%20Family%20Download.pdf
https://www.rclbenziger.com/sites/default/files/sites/default/files/Week%20of%20Prayer%20for%20Christian%20Unity%20Prayer.pdf

