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March 3:    Saint Katharine Drexel 
Virgin

Katharine Drexel came from a wealthy family in Philadelphia. Her parents were generous 
to the poor, and Katharine grew up knowing that she also wanted to help the poor. She 
eventually founded the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament to work with African Americans 
and Native Americans. She also founded Xavier University in New Orleans, the first 
Catholic University for African Americans.

Take time to pray today for all parents, whose task it is to teach their children to love their 
neighbor by caring for those in need.

Saint Katharine Drexel, pray for us!

Be My Disciples:   Grade 1, Chapter 22
   Grade 5, Chapter 7

Sean mis Discípulos: Grado Uno, Capítulo 22
   Grado Cinco, Capítulo 7

Blest Are We:  Grade 1, Chapter 10
   Grade 3, Chapter 9
   Grade 5, Chapter 7

Faith First Legacy: Grade 1, Chapter 15
   Grade 5, Chapter 9

Saints and Solemnities of the Season
Lent 2017

This year, Ash Wednesday is celebrated on March 1. April 9, Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, is the first day of 
Holy Week.  The Triduum will be celebrated on April 13 (Holy Thursday), April 14 (Good Friday), and April 15 and 16 
(Holy Saturday/Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday).  

The Church also celebrates the feast days of several saints during Lent, including the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Because March 19 falls on a Sunday in Lent this year, the solemnity is celebrated by 
the Church on Monday, March 20. In addition to the information and prayer suggestions given below, learn even more 
about many of the saints whose feast days and memorials are celebrated in Lent  by visiting SaintsResource.com.
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March 4:   Saint Casimir 
Saint Casimir was the son of the King of Poland who, like most kings, fought for power 
and an increase of wealth. Casimir, however, fought for justice and right. He had a deep 
concern for the poor, and gave all he had to serve the needs of others. Casimir died at the 
age of 26, and is honored as the patron saint of Poland and of Lithuania.

Today take time to pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ who live in Poland and in 
Lithuania, and for the work of the Church in these two countries.

Saint Casimir, pray for us!

March 7:    Saints Perpetua and 
Felicity 
Martyrs 

Saints Perpetua and Felicity were martyred around the year 200 during the persecution 
of the early Church. At the time of their imprisonment for refusing to offer sacrifices to 
other gods, Perpetua was a new mother and Felicity was pregnant. Saints Perpetua and 
Felicity are the patron saints of mothers and of pregnant women.

Take time to pray today for all mothers, and for the health and protection of all pregnant 
women and unborn children.

Saints Perpetua and Felicity, pray for us!

Be My Disciples:   Grade 5, Chapter 17
    Christ Reveals God’s Mystery, Chapter 1
    Christ in the Liturgy, Chapter 11

Sean mis Discípulos:  Grado 5, Capítulo 17
    Cristo revela El Misterio de Dios: Capítulo 1
    Cristo en la Liturgia: Capítulo 11

Blest Are We Faith and Word: The Story of the Church, Saints

Faith First Legacy:  Grade 5, Chapter 20
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March 8:    Saint John of God 
Religious 

Early in his life, John realized he had turned away from God and asked for God’s mercy.  
This began his life-long commitment of love of God and service to others. John of God 
dedicated his life to God’s service by caring for the needs of the sick and poor. His life is 
marked by a deep prayer life and a spirit of humility.

Take time to pray today for the sick and poor who have no one to pray for them. 

Saint John of God, pray for us! 

Be My Disciples:   Grade 4, Chapter 15

Faith First Legacy:  Grade 4, Chapter 15

March 9:    Saint Frances of Rome 
Religious

Like Saint Katharine Drexel, Saint Frances of Rome grew up in a wealthy family. Her one 
desire was to serve the poor. She was married to a man who supported her in her efforts 
to do so. After her husband’s death, Frances founded a lay congregation, the Oblates of 
Saint Frances of Rome, to care for the sick and to serve the poor. 

Today, pray for all who give their riches and their lives to serve the needs of the poor 
throughout the world.

Saint Frances of Rome, pray for us!
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March 17:    Saint Patrick 
Bishop

In his youth, Patrick was actually a slave in Ireland, serving as a shepherd. In adulthood, 
he became a priest and returned to Ireland as another kind of shepherd – a bishop of the 
Church. Saint Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland.

Take time to pray today for all shepherds and ministers of the Church, most especially 
for bishops.
  
Saint Patrick, pray for us!

Be My Disciples:   Grade 1, Chapter 7
    Grade 2, Chapter 3
      
Sean mis Discípulos:  Grado 1, Capítulo 7
    Grado 2, Capítulo 3

Blest Are We Faith and Word: Grade 5, Chapter 8
    The Story of the Church, Holy Days

Faith First Legacy:  Grade 1, Chapter 7
    Grade 2, Chapter 2

March 18:    Saint Cyril of Jerusalem 
Bishop, Doctor of the Church 

Saint Cyril is known as a great theologian and teacher of the early Church.  Some of his 
most famous teachings were written for those gathered for what we would now call the 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)—the catechumens, or those preparing to be 
baptized, and the neophytes, or those  who are newly baptized.
  
Take time to pray today for all who teach the faith, and for the elect (unbaptized) and 
candidates (baptized) preparing to celebrate the Sacraments of Christian Initiation at the 
Easter Vigil.
  
Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, pray for us!
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March 20:    Solemnity of Saint Joseph 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Bible tells us Joseph was a just man, completely open to all God wanted to do for 
him. He was a holy man, obedient to God, the loving spouse of Mary, and protector of  
the Holy Family.

Take time to pray today for all fathers who lovingly care for their families. 

(See Blessing of Saint Joseph’s Table for a special prayer prepared in celebration of this 
special day!)

Saint Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary, pray for us! 

Be My Disciples:   Grade 1, Chapter 9
    Grade 2, Chapter 6
    Grade 3, Chapter 4
    Jesus in the New Testament, Chapter 2
    Life In Christ Jesus, Chapter 8
      
Sean mis Discípulos:  Grado 1, Capítulo 9
    Grado 2, Capítulo 6
    Grado 3, Capítulo 4 y Adviento
    Cristo en el Nuevo Testamento, Capítulo 2
    Vida en Cristo Jesús, Capítulo 8

Blest Are We Faith and Word: Grade 1, Chapter 9
    Grade 3, Chapter 14
    Grade 5, Advent  
    Grade 6, Chapter 1
    Stories of Jesus, Chapter 6

Faith First Legacy:  Grade 1, Chapters 3 and 10
    Grade 2, Chapters 5 and 7
    Grade 3, Chapter 5, pages 249-250 (parish)
    Grade 4, Chapter 9 (focus on Saint Joseph’s Table)
    Grade 6, page 355 (school); pages 245-246 (parish)
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March 23:    Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo 
Bishop

Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo was born in Spain, but was eventually sent to serve the 
native peoples of Peru. In fact, he was named the bishop of Lima, Peru before he was 
even ordained a priest! Turibius cared about his people, traveling by mule or by foot to 
evangelize, baptize, and encourage the faithful. He founded the first seminary in the 
Western Hemisphere.

Today pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ who live in Peru, and for the work of the  
Church in Peru. 

Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo, pray for us!

March 25:    Solemnity of The 
Annunciation of the Lord

Take time today to proclaim all or part of Luke 1:26-38, the Gospel reading assigned  
to this solemnity. In addition, consider praying the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary 
(which include the Annunciation), the Angelus, the Litany of Loreto (or Litany of Mary)  
or the Hail Mary. Begin and/or end your classroom prayer with a hymn of praise to Mary.

Holy Mary, Mother of God’s Son, pray for us!

Be My Disciples:   Grade 1, Chapter 5
    Grade 3, Chapter 3
    Grade 5, Chapter 3
    Grade 6, Chapter 5
    Christ Reveals God’s Mystery, Chapter 12
      
Sean mis Discípulos:  Grado 1, Capítulo 5
    Grado 3, Capítulo 3
    Grado 5, Capítulo 3

Faith First Legacy:  Grade 1, Chapter 4, page 353 (school)
    Grade 3, Chapters 3 and 11, pages 332-333 (school)
    Grade 4, Chapter 6, page 355 (school), pages 279-280 
(parish)
    Grade 5, Chapters 3 and 6
    Grade 6, pages 245-246 (parish)
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April  4:  Saint Isidore 
Bishop, Doctor of the Church

Saint Isidore was an energetic leader of the Church who wrote, taught, evangelized, cared 
for the poor, started schools for the training of priests, completed the Mozarabic liturgy, 
and is credited with organizing the Church of Spain.

Today, pray for the universal Church, most especially our Catholic sisters and brothers  
in Spain.
  
Saint Isidore, pray for us!

April  4:  Saint Benedict the Black, 
the African, or the Moor

 April 4 is also the day on which the Church honors the life of Saint Benedict the Black.  
This patron saint of African Americans was born to slaves. Benedict was uneducated  
and illiterate, unable to obtain anything more than menial work. Still, he gave what 
he earned to help those even poorer than he. In the face of prejudice and insult, he 
remained calm, and caught the attention of Franciscan hermits. Eventually he became 
their novice master.

 Today pray for all who, like Saint Benedict the Black, face prejudice and insult because  
of the color of their skin.  
  
Saint Benedict the Black, pray for us! 

April  5:   Saint Vincent Ferrer 
Priest

 Saint Vincent entered the Order of Preachers (Dominicans) as a young man. After 
studying theology and earning a doctorate, he traveled as a missionary preacher.  
Because he believed the Second Coming was near, there was urgency to his preaching. 
He is the patron saint of construction workers because he spent his life working to build 
the Church on Earth.

 Today pray for all who are working to build the Church on Earth (including yourself!), 
especially missionaries and preachers of parish missions.

Saint Vincent Ferrer, pray for us!
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April 7:  Saint John Baptist  
de la Salle 
Priest

 Saint John Baptist de la Salle did much to impact the field of education. His concern 
for the poor children of France led him to use his wealth to found the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools. At the heart of their mission is the belief that God wants all children 
to recognize their dignity, and to come to know the truth.  The Brothers of the Christian 
Schools see education as the avenue to that truth.

 Today pray a prayer of thanksgiving for the gift of education, and for all teachers, 
mentors, coaches, parents, pastors, and others who teach the truth by their words  
and deeds.

Saint John Baptist de la Salle, patron saint of teachers, pray for us!

Faith First Legacy:   Grade 3, Chapter 18


