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P R E P A R I N G  T O  C E L E B R A T E

Catholic Schools Week
January 31–February 6, 2016

The logo and theme for this year’s Catholic Schools Week is again Catholic Schools: 
Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service. Catholic Schools Week celebrates the 
contribution that Catholic education provides to children and youth, to our Church, to our 
communities, and to our nation. The following suggestions highlight the logo, the theme, 
and the Saints whose lives are celebrated during Catholic Schools Week 2016. There is also 
some information on a few of the Saints whose lives were devoted to Catholic education. 
Additional worksheet and prayer suggestions will help you celebrate the history and Catholic 
identity of your school, and all who serve and share in its mission.

1.   At the center of the logo is the cross, the central symbol of our faith. Open your classroom 
celebration of Catholic Schools Week by praying together a prayer incorporating the cross 
or the Sign of the Cross, (see Praying With the Cross). 

2.   The three key words in the motto are faith, knowledge, and service. Invite the students 
to create acrostics using these three words.  Lower grades may wish to concentrate on an 
acrostic using the word “faith” only; upper grades may be challenged to create acrostics 
using two or three of the words. You can create the acrostics as a class or in small groups, 
or you can invite each student to pick one or more words to complete the task. Middle 
and upper grades may enjoy using the worksheet, (see Faith, Knowledge, and Service 
Acrostics).

3.   This year, we celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord during Catholic Schools 
Week, along with the feasts of two Saints. Take time to celebrate these important days in 
the Church’s liturgical calendar.

Monday, February 2 The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord

As early as the fourth century, there were celebrations forty days after the birth of Jesus 
Christ in honor of his presentation in the Temple.  This was Jesus’  first appearance in the 
Temple, where he was welcomed by Anna and Simeon.  Luke’s account of the Gospel 
records the joyful song of Simeon, “Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, …” 
(see Luke 2:29 - 32). The Church still sings this song at the end of each day at Night Prayer 
of the Liturgy of the Hours.

Wednesday, February 3 Optional Memorial of Saint Blaise, Bishop and Martyr  

Very few facts are known about Saint Blaise.  He was a bishop and was imprisoned by the 
Roman Emperor for preaching the Gospel and encouraging people to become followers 
of Christ.  There is a legend that a mother brought her son who was choking on a fish 
bone to Blaise.  He saved the boy by praying over him and blessing him with candles 
crossed over his throat. 

Some parishes continue this tradition and bless the throats of parishioners on this day.  
Saint Blaise reminds us to thank God for our health, and to ask God to keep us safe from 
illnesses of the throat.

http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/2016-Praying-With-the-Cross.pdf
http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/2016-Faith-Knowledge-and-Service-Acrostics.pdf
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Friday, February 5  Saint Agatha, Virgin and Martyr

Agatha was an early martyr in the Church.  She was tortured and died around the year 
251.  Although little is known about Agatha, she became a hero to early Christians who 
faced persecution and death for their faith.  Her example inspired others to remain faithful 
to Jesus Christ.  Her name is mentioned in Eucharistic Prayer I.

4.   The feast days of three Saints who had a great impact on Catholic education are 
celebrated at the end of January. You may want to take time to read and discuss with your 
students the stories of these Saints.  

Wednesday, January 27 Saint Angela Merici, Virgin 

Saint Angela Merici was the foundress of the Ursulines, the first teaching order for poor 
young girls. Her sensitivity to the poor came from her own life experience of being 
orphaned at the age of ten. The Ursulines continue to keep the education of young 
women as their mission.

Thursday, January 28 Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of the Church 

Saint Thomas Aquinas is the patron Saint of Catholic schools, colleges, and universities.  
Nicknamed “the dumb ox” by his classmates because he was big, shy, and thought to be 
slow, Thomas was actually brilliant, and eventually became a university professor, 
well-known preacher, and one of the greatest theologians of the Church.

Sunday, January 31 Saint John Bosco, Priest 

Saint John Bosco, founder of the Salesians, dedicated his life to caring for and educating 
youth. He used his skills as an acrobat, juggler, and even tightrope walker to teach young 
people about God. John’s key teaching tools were affirmation, encouragement, and 
kindness. He was known as the “Apostle of Youth.”

5.   To learn more about all of the above Saints, visit SaintsResource.com.  In addition, go to 
Saints Dedicated to Catholic Education to find a list of where the stories of Saints who 
impacted Catholic education are told in Be My Disciples, Blest Are We: Faith and Word, and 
Faith First Legacy.

6.   Blest Are We: Faith and Word School customers, remember that there is a Celebrating 
Catholic Schools Week section in the back of the texts (Grades 1-6). Given below are 
worksheet titles, brief descriptions, and the links to reproducible worksheets for activities 
adapted from that section. 

http://saintsresource.com/
http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/2016-Saints-of-the-Week.pdf
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BE A DETECTIVE  
Encourage your students to learn a bit about the history of your school. The attached 
worksheet gives them a guide to follow, (see Be a Detective).

A SPECIAL HUNT
Invite your students to find and draw four things in your classroom that show they are in 
a Catholic school classroom. In addition to more familiar items such as a cross or crucifix, 
statue, and Bible, you may wish to prepare for the hunt by placing additional items on the 
prayer table and throughout the room. These could include a rosary, holy water, a picture 
of the Pope, a liturgical year calendar, holy cards, and religious medals. Recommended for 
lower grade students, (see A Special Hunt).

SCAVENGER HUNT
Send your students on a search for things that show they are in a Catholic school.  
Recommended for intermediate and upper grade students, (see A Scavenger Hunt).

TOP TEN
Invite students to list the top ten things they enjoy and appreciate about your Catholic 
school. When all have completed their lists, invite volunteers to share what they have 
written. You may wish to conclude by using what was shared to create a “Top Ten” class list.  
(Teachers of lower grades may wish to do the class list only) (see My Top Ten).

7.   Finally, as your class prays each day, make a special effort this Catholic Schools Week 
to pray for: your school and its leaders (principal and teachers); those who support the 
education of the students (parents, families, and donors); those who serve the school 
in quiet ways (secretaries, maintenance persons, cafeteria workers, and volunteers); the 
students themselves; the larger community, especially those in need of clothing, food, 
and shelter; those who are sick and those who have died; and the special intentions of  
all in your class.   

http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/2016-Be-a-Detective.pdf
http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/2016-A-Scavenger-Hunt.pdf
http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/2016-My-Top-Ten.pdf
http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/CSWk_Handout05_ASpecialHunt.pdf

